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Big Idea:

Subject:

Complement:

Introduction

Read Text John 6:15-40

Engage: Questions are important.  The five investigative questions, by asking the wrong question we miss the point. 

Review

Feeding the Five thousand—last week from Luke

Inadequacy, insufficiency

the adequacy of Jesus, the sufficiency of God

Walking on water

John is a minimalist when it comes to details—he wants to help us ask the right questions by giving us the right answer.

Preview: what we have in front of us a classic and deadly example of missing the point.  Focusing on the wrong question.  There is only one question we must ask when it comes to satisfying our soul’s hunger, for meeting our deepest need.  We ask the wrong question for our answer.

Big Idea: The Adequate and Sufficient Christ is also the Satisfying Christ.  Satisfaction in life comes from seeking and knowing The Who, not a what.  Every time we given into the temptation to seek or chase of want something other than Christ for our soul’s satisfaction—we live in denial of the true source of what we really want and need.  We live in denial.  We deny our true need, we deny God’s true gift, we diminish the who into a giver of what’s.  Instead of making God big in our lives, instead of making God big in the eyes of others we make him small, we make him a dispenser of gifts and deny that he is the only gift worth seeking.

First Question (22-25): When did you come here?

We are told that Jesus went to a mountain to hide from the crowd and to keep them from making him king by force.

The disciples left

Jesus walked on the water 

Lesson one—he comes to us in our troubles

Lesson two-he uses means (bread and fish) sometimes. Other times he just engages his power.

So when the people wake up the next morning they are ready for breakfast and so they go to Jesus the meal ticket and can’t find him,

“When did you come here?”

First Reply (26-27):  Jesus doesn’t answer them!  He takes charge of the conversation and puts it where he wants it.  They were not only missing Jesus they were missing the point of his miracle.

What Jesus says in what he says

he exposes their motives-wow how often what we say exposes our motives!

he graciously takes them from a wrong focus, he moves them from a wrong question to a right question by his answer

He could have merely pursued their questions and lost the opportunity to make his point.

We are always asking the wrong questions.  

On top of this we demand answers—we demand of God that he tell us what is happening, why, when he will act, where is he in my trouble…


Here Jesus tells us that what we need to ask is for eyes to see truth, ears to hear from his word, a heart to believe on his goodness.

The answer broken down

Truly truly, you are seeking me because of the signs (You think you me, but what you want is what I give, you do not want the who but the what the who gives.)

Why the word “sign”

A sign is John’s Word for miracle

A sign points to something

James Boice points out that none of us celebrate signs—we don’t stop at signs, we go on to the destination…

You are being superficial—you motive is a what, your focus is a what

we are all superficial

We focus on what’s

We focus on the big signs, we want God to be big by doing big things, not by filling my big need.   

do not labor for food that perishes

What he is not saying—he is not saying that work is not good

He is saying that if we are going to seek after a what, it had better be the wrong one

Illustration, ladder against the wrong wall.

The man who had scrimped and saved, the doctors are getting it all.

but [labor] for the food that endures to eternal life—the food we really need is that which will save us forever, not just keep out tummies from rumbling now.

The father has set his seal on the Son—Jesus is telling them that they can believe what he is saying because God has 

affirmed

attested

approved

Jesus answers the question that they should have asked. ”what is it that I really need?”

First Question is a focus on what—Jesus wants us to see that there is only one thing needful, imperative. The answer is a who. Jesus to Martha—there is one thing needful. Luke 10:42  George Whitefield scratching on the window..  

Second Question( v. 28) : What must we do to do the works of God?  This is what every person wants to know when they begin thinking about God. What must I do? They have missed the point again.  Jesus has just spoken of what he will give and they ask How Can I earn it?  The mind and heart of man is so filled with pride that we are constantly looking for way to earn the pleasure of the Father.  How foolish—we start from a negative position and try to work ourselves out. We flatter ourselves to think that we can. We are blinded to our own hatred of the ways of God. We want to come to him on our terms.  We are not willing to come as a pauper.  We come thinking that there is some good in us and that God will add whatever is needed to our good.

NT Examples

Rich young ruler

at Pentecost

at Philipi

prodigal son

A. W. Pink: "What shall we do that we might work the works of God?" It seems almost incredible that these men should have asked such a question. Only a moment before, Christ had said to them "Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you" (verse 27). But the carnal mind, which is enmity against God, is unable to rise to the thought of a gift. Or, rather, the carnal heart is unwilling to come down to the place of a beggar and a pauper, and receive everything for nothing. The sinner wants to do something to earn it. It was thus with the woman at the well: until Divine grace completed its work within her, she knew not the "gift of God" (John 4:10). It was the same with the rich young ruler: "Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Luke 18:18). It was the same with the stricken Jews on the day of Pentecost: "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). It was the same with the Philippian jailer: "Sirs, what must I do to be " saved? (Acts 16:30). So it was with the prodigal son—"Make me as one of thy hired servants" (one who works for what he receives) was his thought (Luke 15:19). Ah! dear friends, God and man are ever the same wherever you find them!

They are still missing the point by focusing on the what—what must I do.

Second Reply(29) : This is the work of God that you believe in him whom he has sent. Believe in Him—your work is not a what, your work is a who.

It is not works, it is a work—one thing needful

it is not work it is faith (make no mistake faith and believing are hard work)

the work is believing in the work of God—Here is the Gospel.  What God has done.  Are you going to believe this?

Jesus is that work of God

Jesus is sent—he is on mission. Not by his own authority.

Third Question: Where is the sign you will show us? [so that we know we should believe in you?]  

Their question broken down

Our fathers ate bread in the wilderness, That was everyday for 40 years)

Translated: Can you do this? Can you beat this?

Isn’t it amazing how we continue to want another sign from God, another proof that he is good, powerful, loving, knowing?  We are always seeking more what’s….

They wanted more proof!  

J.C. Ryle says in his Expository Thoughts, “ It is a want of heart not a want of evidence that keeps people from cooing to Jesus Christ.”

You they were really down deep in their heart, I can't help but believe that they were really phonies. You know what I think they were saying to Him? I think they weren't...they weren't just saying "do any sign," they were saying, in effect, "how about providing us permanent food? If You can really do this, start doing it NOW." See. Oh, this is so characteristic of men. Men can be confounded and confronted with enumerable evidences of the existence of God and still not believe. And it's amazing how Christians fall into the same trap. You know, we can...we know the care of God, we know the protection of God, we know the love of God, we know God's...God's deliverance in various things and God's working in our lives. Oh, we're so grateful. And all of a sudden some great crisis comes into our lives and we say, "Oh, does God really care? Does God love me? Does God...oh, God, I'm going to test You, God. If You heal So-and-so, I will believe You love me," see. Callously asking God to do a sign. "Oh ye of little faith." (John Macarthur sermon transcript)

They knew he had worked in the past—but how about now!

They were not satisfied with the sign he had given, they wanted more.

Third Reply (Jesus points out five mistakes that they make in this one sentence)

God gave them bread not Moses

that was manna—not True Bread, not bread from heaven.  A. W. Pink points out that the Israelites never referred to the gift of God as bread, only manna—and how is the word manna translated? “What is it”  The focus again is on the what.

that bread, that manna, may have been daily but it was only daily.  It didn’t last two days, it couldn‘t sustain life.  here again is the reminder not to work for what perishes.

you are talking about a what, I am talking about a who.  “For the bread of heaven is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

Here is the crux of what we need to see:  We want a what and God offers a who.

Now, then what are some of the what’s of my life? What am I seeking?  And I think here that we each one need to ask this question.

Physical health and healing

Financial—security… A man ought to be where he wants to be when he is fifty…

Total freedom from your addiction, or the total freedom from addiction for someone else.

A Mate—or a better mate—or even release from a mate.

More information—oh we’re a curious lot aren’t we?  We approach life…We approach our relationship with God like reporters asking the five investigative questions.

What is going on, What is God up to?

When is God going to change my circumstance

Why is God doing this

Where is Go in my troubles

We seldom ask—who does God want me to be in this?

That our troubles would leave us, that we could have a life a safety, peace, quietness, freedom from stress and conflict.

Control over situations, circumstances, people

Better people around me (work, marriage, children, family…)

Freedom from darkness and depression.

The joys of the past, now lost. The baby buried on the property.

 Manna was only for Israel, the true bread is for the whole world.  This is so sweet for us here, now. I am included.

Demand: Give us This Bread.  Ok we believe you, what you are offering is better—so give it to us!  They are still missing the point.  Give us the what.  They still don’t get it but not being hungry is attractive, not being thirsty is attractive

Illustration—homeless and cold, hungry and afraid there will not be another meal.  What is your hunger? What is your thirst?

What would it be like to have bread that took away the hunger and thirst of our souls?  Some of us still need to hear this.  Notice that Jesus isn’t specifically talking about salvation here-he is talking about ultimate satisfaction.  What if you never hungered again for

power

control over situations or people

acceptance by people, approval, recognition.

the need to be right

company instead of loneliness

for the pain in your heart, your mind, your memory to go away.

what is the hunger, the thirst that you are trying to satisfy?

Fourth Reply (v. 35)  I am the Bread of Life. (First of seven I AM statements in John).  Now I wonder how this is emphasized? The Bread, The I am, life?  I think not

This is electrifying!  Here it is—What you need is not what—what you need is Who—I, I,  I am the bread of life.

whoever believes in me and comes to me will never hunger and thirst

But I say to you, you have seen me and you do not believe

All the father gives me will come to me and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.

I came down from heaven (like the manna) and I do not do my will but my father’s will.

And this is the will of the Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life and I will raise him up on the last day.

Jesus isn’t taking about the quantity of bread, but the quality of the bread.  He isn’t talking about a what—He is talking about himself as the ultimate and only who.  The adequate and sufficient Christ is the Is the satisfying Who--

Conclusion:  I brought you to myself. (exodus 19:2)

Where do you need to change your focus?

Where is your life consumed by a what?

Where do you need to put Jesus the ultimate Who back where he belongs—as Big—in your eyes and the eyes of those who watch you?

